152         MEN, MOVEMENTS, AND MYSELF
received with whoops of joy by the employers' organizations, and
by their representatives in Parliament, who believed that they had,
at last, got the unions powerless at their feet. Practically the whole
of the newspaper Press conducted a joyful campaign against 'trade-
union tyranny/ and they provided their readers with moving stories
of persecuted workers, whose lives had been made miserable by
the callous coercion of parasitic trade-union leaders, and whose daily
prayer was that they might be placed under the benevolent and
fatherly care of their employers, whose one aim in life was to
deprive themselves of profits in order that their liberated workmen
might have higher wages 1
There is little, if any, exaggeration in this description of those
times. I was for several years constantly staying in commercial
hotels in many parts of the country, and it is literally true to say
that in that environment I never heard one word of sympathy with
the worker, or found the slightest understanding either of the
principles of trade unionism, or of its proposals. The Taff Vale
decision proved in the end to be a blessing rather than a burden,
for it convinced the trade-union rank and file that the old 'strike
and starve * method of industrial betterment must be associated
with the new method of organized political action.
The first step in the direction of a trade-union political policy
was taken at the Trade Union Congress which was held at Ply-
mouth in 1899. A resolution was drafted by the I.L.P. and, as
Socialist societies had, at the instance of Mr. Burns, been excluded
from the congress, it was adopted by the Amalgamated Society
of Railway Servants, whose representative, Mr. James Holmes, had
been the organizer of the Taff Vale strike. It was moved by
Mr. Holmes, and seconded by Mr. Sexton, in the following terms:
'That this congress, having regard to the decisions of former years,
and with a view to securing a better representation of the interests
of Labour in the House of Commons, hereby instructs the Parlia-
mentary Committee to invite the co-operation of all the Co-operative,
Socialistic, Trade Union, and other working-class organizations
to jointly co-operate on lines mutually agreed upon in convening
a special congress of representatives from such of the above-named
organizations as may be willing to take part to devise ways and
means for securing an increased number of Labour members to
the next Parliament/
This resolution was opposed with all the force that the 'old
gang' could muster. Mr. Thomas Ashton of the Oldham Cotton